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The regular meeting of the LERC was held at Louisiana State Police Headquarters on June 15, 
2011 at 10:00 a.m. In the absence of Major Adam White, Captain Taylor Moss called the 
meeting to order at 10:05 a.m. Mrs. Wanita Pepper, LSP Right to Know Unit, called the Roll. 
The following members were present: Chief Bobby Black, Mayor Hyram Copeland, Mr. Steve 
Dennis, Mr. Chris Guilbeaux, Mr. Samuel Halphen, Jr., Ms. Peggy Hatch, Sheriff Willy Martin, 
Captain Taylor Moss, Mr. Paul Naquin, Dr. Brent Robbins, Lt. Chris Rushing, Colonel Pat 
Santos, and Mr. Richard Webre. 
 
The following members were absent: Colonel Mike Edmonson, Chief Jeremy Cryer, Mr. Jeffrey 
Gleason, Mr. Roland Guidry, Senator Mike Walsworth, Major Adam White, and Representative 
Mack “Bodi” White. 
 
Visitors present were: Mr. Duval Arthur, St. Mary Parish LEPC, Mr. Richard Browning, LSU 
FETI, Chief Joel Domangue, LASFM, Mr. David Schlotzhauer, GOHSEP, and Mr. Michael 
Truax, LSU FETI. 
 
Members of the LSP-RTK Unit present: Mr. Gene Dunegan, Mrs. Wanita Pepper, and Ms. Niki 
Yazdani. 
 
LSP Legal Staff present: Mr. Paul Schexnayder 
 
Mrs. Wanita Pepper, RTK Unit, completed the roll call. 
 
Captain Taylor Moss confirmed that a quorum was present. 



 
A motion was made by Mr. Paul Naquin to accept the written minutes of March 17, 2010. 
Seconded by Ms. Peggy Hatch. No opposition, motion carried. 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Long Range Planning- No report.  
 
Emergency Plans Review- Colonel Pat Santos, Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and 
Emergency Preparedness, presented the 2011 emergency plans for seven parishes. See report as 
follows: 
 
Committee Member: David Schlotzhauer, GOHSEP, clarified report. 
 
The following plans have been reviewed for 2011: 
 
Parish Names  Standards Met  Areas for Improvement  Comments 
Ascension   56   0 
Desoto    56   0 
Grant    51   5   ID at-risk facilities;  
          plans/schedules for 
          training and exercises 
Iberia    54   2   Specify training plans/  
          schedules for HAZMAT 
Jefferson   56   0 
Lafourche   54   2   Specify training plans/  
          schedules for HAZMAT 
Orleans    56   2 

 
General Comments: 
Most parishes’ plans have evolved from Annex H format to ESF-10. Not all items in the 
evaluation checklist are in the Annex H (or ESF-10), but are in other sections of the EOP. 
Checklist is attached to report with 56 items in a yes or no format.  Standards met and areas of 
improvement pertain to training plans and exercise schedules. The quality of the planning for a 
Hazardous Material incident has greatly improved due to a review and rewrite of the plans. 
 
Chief Bobby Black questioned Colonel Santos on whether or not these plans are available to 
GOHSEP and Colonel Santos replied with a yes with a request to David Schlotzhauer. 
 
Training and Resources- Mr. Richard Browning, LSU FETI, reported for Mr. Jeffrey Gleason 
concerning training per quarters from 2009 to 2011. See attached report for classes and the 
number of students in each class. More classes are to be scheduled to promote training. 



 
LEPC Service Committee- 
Mr. Richard Webre, Louisiana Emergency Preparedness Association representative and 
Chairman of this Committee, presented his draft of the LEPC membership status letter attached. 
A motion was needed to accept the letter with the LERC logo. Mr. Chris Guilbeaux made a 
motion to make this handout format the official standardized form to be provided to all parishes 
for LERC. Sheriff Willy Martin seconded the motion. No opposition, motion carried. An 
Amendment was made on the previous motion by Mr. Guilbeaux. The Amendment stated that in 
the transmittal each parish would have 30 days to submit the form. The form would be due 
annually no later than March 1st.  Chief Bobby Black seconded the Amendment. No opposition, 
motion carried. 
 
Mr. Paul Naquin, President of St. Mary Parish, deferred discussing St. Mary LEPC Yearly 
Activities report to Mr. Duval Arthur, St. Mary Parish LEPC. Mr. Arthur stated that members’ 
attendance to the meetings was lacking. St. Mary Parish appointed new people to become 
members of their LEPC as well as GOHSEP and PMAC. After the appointments, members had 
all three meetings on the same day which improved attendance. See St. Mary Parish LEPC 
Yearly activities report attached. Mr. Arthur asked Mr. Gene Dunegan about the enforcement of 
HAZMAT materials on-site at more than 85 locations in St. Mary Parish. Mr. Dunegan advised 
Mr. Arthur that Louisiana State Police and the Department of Environmental Quality enforce and 
report these situations. Captain Taylor Moss, Chief Black, and Mr. Dunegan advised Mr. Arthur 
that an official inspection was not necessary unless needed. Mr. Paul Naquin made a motion to 
accept St. Mary Parish LEPC membership. Dr. Brent Robbins seconded the motion. No 
opposition, motion carried. 
 
Captain Moss read notice of condolences for Jefferson Parish LEPC member, Gene Leaumont. 
 
Public Information- Captain Moss announced that Major Dewayne White was the committee 
chair and since he is now Chief of Baton Rouge Police, the committee chair position needs to be 
replaced by the current Major of TESS, Adam White. Colonel Santos made a motion for Major 
Adam White to replace Major Dewayne White as committee chair. Ms. Hatch seconded the 
motion. No opposition, motion carried. 
 
Emergency Notification- No report. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Captain Moss announced that the appointment certificates were mailed out last year. 
 



 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Captain Moss stated that the 2010 Annual report needed approval. Mr. Samuel Halphen made a 
motion to approve the 2010 Annual Report. Ms. Hatch seconded the motion. No opposition, 
motion carried. 
 
Captain Moss introduced the following New Business topics for the LERC members to vote on: 
 
St. Tammany Parish submitted updates to their membership. Dr. Brent Robbins made a motion 
to approve St. Tammany Parish’s membership. Sheriff Willy Martin seconded the motion. No 
opposition, motion carried. 
 

Vernon Parish submitted updates to their membership. Mr. Halphen made a motion to approve 
Vernon Parish’s membership. Chief Black seconded the motion. No opposition, motion carried. 
 
Lincoln Parish submitted updates to their membership. Mr. Guilbeaux made a motion to approve 
Lincoln Parish’s membership. Seconded by Colonel Santos. No opposition, motion carried. 
 
Ouachita Parish submitted updates to their membership. Mr. Guilbeaux made a motion to 
approve Ouachita Parish’s membership. Seconded by Sheriff Martin. No opposition, motion 
carried. 
 
Pointe Coupee submitted updates to their membership.  Lt. Chris Rushing made a motion to 
approve Pointe Coupee’s membership.  Seconded by Mayor Hyram Copeland, motion carried. 
 
The Department of Health and Hospitals has requested access to Tier II reporting information. 
Mr. Gene Dunegan advised the members that DHH has a legitimate reason to access past Tier II 
information.  His opinion was taken into consideration because of Right to Know’s involvement 
in handling Tier II. Mr. Dunegan addressed Mr. Guilbeaux’s question about whether or not DHH 
and DEQ needs current material. Mr. Dunegan stated that RTK works with these organizations 
on current incidents. Mr. Halphen suggested that there should be a designated position within 
DHH after Captain Moss asked if it would be more efficient for one person to handle 
information. Mr. Dunegan stated that he already asked an administrator to do this in the request. 
Sheriff Martin asks if a director should also have access to this Tier II information and Ms. Hatch 
replied that DHH needs someone that will be able manipulate the information they will receive. 
Captain Moss believes that someone with less administrative power should handle this 
information because they will be able to focus on the task at hand. Mr. Steve Dennis brought up 
the topic of proprietary issues and Mr. Dunegan replied that proprietary issues are not a direct 
problem. Captain Moss asked Ms. Hatch about agency operations. Ms. Hatch advised they can 



obtain a public records request. Mr. Dunegan clarified proprietary issues and Tier II filing. After 
clarifications were completed, Mr. Halphen made a motion to accept DHH’s request as long as 
they specify a designated position to have access to Tier II.  Ms. Hatch seconded the motion. No 
opposition, motion carried. 
 
Captain Moss addressed the U.S. Army 83rd Battalion’s request to access the Louisiana E-plan 
data base system. This request will allow their units to prepare for the upcoming hurricane 
season, as they have been directed to respond to TIC/ TIM sites destruction/ devastation 
throughout the Vernon and Beauregard Parishes region. Captain Moss said that the positions 
within the Battalion change often and Mr. Dunegan stated their request is based on the season. 
Discussion ensued. Captain Moss advised the Commision should wait for another letter. Mr. 
Guilbeaux expressed concern that too many people would have access to the requested 
information. Colonel Santos asked for clarification. Mr. Dunegan stated the 83rd Battalion 
needed the information in order to work with DEQ and DHH. Mr. Guilbeaux along with other 
Commission members agreed they need extra information in order to make a decision. Mr. 
Halphen made a motion to deny with further action. Seconded by Ms. Hatch. No opposition, 
motion carried. 
 
Captain Moss brought up the LERC Commission response to the Legislative Auditor letter and a 
copy of the letter is attached.  Mr. Dunegan stated that there were no monetary funds. Chief 
Black asked if the letter could be sent to the ethics board and Mr. Dunegan replied saying that if 
someone would e-mail him a standard form, he would mail it. 
 
Captain Moss also presented the letter from the Division of Administration concerning access to 
the Boards and Commissions database. See attached letter. 
 
Captain Moss presented the issue of the replacement of Major Dewayne White as Assistant Chair 
because of his retirement from LSP.  Colonel Santos made a motion to replace Major Dewayne 
White as Assistant Chair with the present Major Adam White.  Seconded by Ms. Hatch. No 
opposition, motion carried. 
 
Captain Moss brought up the issue of scheduling the next Commission meeting. Discussion of 
the date and location of the next Commission meeting ensued. Mr. Webre made a motion to hold 
the meetings on the second Wednesday of the third month of a quarter. Seconded by Chief 
Black. No opposition, motion carried. Captain Moss then facilitated debate on whether or not to 
have the LERC meetings at a different location. Mayor Hyram Copeland made a motion to hold 
the next meeting, September 14, 2011, in the city of Vidalia. Seconded by Colonel Santos. No 
opposition, motion carried. Colonel Santos then made a motion to make Baton Rouge State 
Police Headquarters the base of LERC meetings with the exception of the Commission’s vote to 
hold meetings elsewhere. Seconded by Chief Black. No opposition, motion carried. 



 
Mayor Copeland thanked GOHSEP and Colonel Michael Edmonson for their assistance with the 
flooding situation in Vidalia.  Vidalia’s businesses lost $100 million because of the flooding.  
Mayor Copeland stated that all agencies worked together tremendously.  He stated he has never 
seen anything like it and expressed his appreciation again to all agencies of the state.  
 
Captain Moss introduced Chief Joel Domangue, LASFM, to do an overview of statewide 
certification findings. Chief Domangue first thanked the committee members for their great work 
and hours spent on this important initiative. LA HAZ-MAT TASK FORCE committee meetings 
were established fall 2010 with meetings every second Tuesday of each month. Chief Domangue 
also defined missions and goals of the TASK FORCE and stated that they have made tangible 
progress. Chief Domangue discussed several topics including standard equipment and training 
throughout the state. He also discussed a credential package for a uniform system that would 
need a fee for the application as well as a P.O. Box and telephone number. Mr. Dunegan stated 
that LERC does not have the authority to have any monetary funds. The Commission continued 
to discuss the topic. Captain Moss will get with Mr. Paul Schexneyder to look at this initiative.  
Lt. Rushing made a motion for Captain Moss and Mr. Schexneyder to determine how to address 
this issue. Seconded by Halphen. No opposition, motion carried. 
 
Captain Moss thanked the Commission members for their attendance and brought up the issue of 
the absence of Senator Mike Walsworth and Representative Bodi White. They have asked to be 
replaced because of their lack of attendance. Captain Moss stated that he would try to contact 
Senator Walsworth and that he would send a letter to Governor Jindal to appoint new members. 
Sheriff Willy Martin was asked by Captain Moss if he would like to be replaced and Sheriff 
Martin said that he would let us know at a later time. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Colonel Santos made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Ms. Hatch. No opposition, motion 
carried. Captain Moss adjourned at 11:04 a.m. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Niki Yazdani 
 
 
 

NEXT COMMISSION MEETING:  September 14, 2011 at 
10:00 a.m. in Vidalia, LA at their Conference Center. 








































































































































